TTC Staining

1. prepare 1% TTC (to be made fresh before experiment)

a. protect from light

b. keep at 37C

2. Sectioned tissue should be completely covered in TTC solution and kept at 37C

3. a) for large animal tissue, incubate for approximately 15-20 minutes (flip the slices at 8-10 minutes to ensure even staining

3. b) for mice, incubate for 10-12 minutes (flipping is not necessary)

4. Carefully aspirate TTC and add fresh 10% Formalin solution
TTC staining results in viable tissue staining a “brick-red” as the         tetrazolium salts react with the dehydrogenases in the cells and the infarcted tissue stains a pale-white since they lack the enzymes with which the TTC reacts.

